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King William Court House iS a one-story T-shaped structure wWith a steep
hipped roof and modilliomed cormice. Tts most striking feature is the
five-bay open arcade extending across the entire facade. The brickwork
is finely laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers, while the arches of
the arcade are dressed with rubbed brick stretchers. The rear of the
building has been extended one bay and an exterior end chimney has been
added to the rear wall. The original wooden shingle roof has been replaced
by a slate roof. An interesting survival in the court yard is the early
lowbrick wall with its stile-like steps built around the yard te.keep out
grazing cattle.

Unfortunately Llitele of the eighteenth century fabric remains visible

on the interior, but the plan with the jury room and the judge's chamber
in the aams of the "I'" is basically intact. A Later partition, however,
has been placed across the center section of the building, thus decreasing
the original size of the court roomin order to make an entrance hall.
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King William Court House, erected circa 1725, is one of the oldest
surviving and best preserved courthouses in Virginia, and is considered
to be the oldest courthouse "still in use as such" in the United States.
The form of the building was the prototype for several other eighteenth
century Virginia courthouses. It should be noted that the building still
retains its almost completely rural setting which was common for courthouse
and churches in colonial Virginia because of the plantation society. Few
other public buildings either in Virginia or the rest of the country can
claim such a long record of public use and service.
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1966.
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0'Neal, William B., Architecture in Virginia, New York: Walker and
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